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THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 

REV THOMAS MURRAY  

11TH FEBRUARY 2007  

We are turning in our Bibles to the gospel of John and the chapter 11. Reading from the beginning of the 

chapter  

001: Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 
Martha.  
002: (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was sick.)  
003: Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.  
004: When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the 
Son of God might be glorified thereby.  
005: Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.  
006: When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where 
he was.  
007: Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 
Then we are turning over to verse 32 
032: Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto 
him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.  
033: When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he 
groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,  
034: And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.  
035: Jesus wept.  
036: Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!  
037: And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that 
even this man should not have died?  
038: Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay 
upon it.  
039: Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, 
by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.  
040: Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 
glory of God?  
041: Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his 
eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.  
042: And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that 
they may believe that thou hast sent me.  
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043: And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  
044: And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 
 
Amen, we know that God will bless the reading of his own precious word to each of our hearts. 

We are turning in our Bibles to the portion of God’s word that we read together. The gospel of john 
chapter 11 and the verse  
043: And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 
044: And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 
 I want this morning to draw your attention to this man Lazarus and I want you to see his resurrection. 
As we come into this chapter we are introduced to a man by the name of Lazarus. Unlike the Lazarus 
named in Luke chapter 16 he was no beggar. It has been suggested by some not only did he own his own 
house in Bethany but that he owned the entire village. Whether that be true or not it is clear from verse 
38 that he owned his own tomb. Such a possession was certainly beyond the poorer classes. From the 
fact that his sister, Mary was able to go out and to buy an alabaster box of precious ointment, indicates 
that they possessed a certain amount of wealth. 
However despite their riches we find sickness entering into their home. In the original there are two 

different words used to express the thought of sickness. The particular one used here indicates 

exhaustion; growing weaker day by day he finally to the surprise of his sisters breathed his last. his body 

growing cold they wrapping him in linen garments and laying a napkin over his face they laid him in a 

tomb. 

 Despite his closeness to the lord, and his great wealth he died. Although he was loved by his two sisters 

and was probably in the very prime of his life, never the less he died, he suddenly died. Not only is the 

fact of death certain, the time of death is uncertain, it often comes when we least expect it. indeed king 

Hezekiah speaking from his own experience he said in Isaiah 38 verse 12 “ My age is departed and is 

removed from me as a shepherds tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life,” and he likened his life to 

the weavers thread, unlike the great rope, the weavers thread was flimsy, it was easily broken. Life is 

not only brief, life is brittle; it can be broken in a moment. 

 You see man is the only creature in the world that knows that he is going to die, and yet he is constantly 

trying to forget that fact. You mention death and he will change the subject, as quick as he changes the 

channel on his television. You see today it doesn’t really matter how wealthy you may be, it doesn’t 

matter how much you are loved by those around you. My friend your riches or relationships cannot hold 

you on this earth, that moment coming, that time that God has set coming, you will die. Lazarus 

probably in the prime of his life, but he died. My friend it is a reality that every one of us is going to die, 

every one of us one day will breathe our last. We will be laid in the coffin, and carried to the graveyard, 

and the question is; are you ready? Are you ready for that moment? It can come at any time; are you 

ready to die? Are you ready to face eternity?  

And so I want to draw your attention to this man Lazarus I want you to notice firstly: THE CALAMITY HE 

EXPERIENCED.  The Lord knowing that Lazarus’s sufferings were now at an end, and that one day he would 

rise again, he described him as sleeping. However the people failing to understand the metaphor, the 
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lord Jesus spoke again, speaking this time even more clearly. Notice here that he was dead, cutting to 

the chase we read there in the verse 14 of the chapter. Then said Jesus unto them plainly “Lazarus is 

dead,” he is no longer sick, but he was dead. placing him in a coffin they adorned him in the finest and 

best of material. Indeed he may have had a full head of hair, and a lean body, but you know he had a 

king sized problem, he was dead! It did not matter that many good things could have been said about 

him, it didn’t even matter that he was surrounded by two loving sisters, and by a host of friends, he was 

dead. He couldn’t speak, he couldn’t think, he couldn’t see, he couldn’t even hear the laments of those 

that were around him. 

 You see this morning if you are not saved, then like Lazarus you have a king sized problem. You may 

look well, and sound well, but you are as spiritually dead. As Lazarus was physically dead, indeed 

reminding the Ephesians converts of their condition, before their conversion Paul taking up his pen, he 

said in Ephesians 2 v 1 “and you have he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins”. Physically 

they were alive but while they were able to walk, and were able to talk, able to buy, able to sell they 

were spiritually dead. Again later speaking of the woman who lives in pleasure, Paul says “she is dead 

while she liveth and while she was able to dance, she was able to drink, and she was able to go into all 

the pleasures of the day, she was spiritually dead.” And you see the living dead are not the stuff horror 

movies, it is the stuff of real life, your soul if you’re not saved is dead in trespasses and sins.  

The lord Jesus Christ during his ministry raised three individuals. The first that he raised was Jarius’s 

daughter, coming two late her body was still warm, the second was in Nain stopping the funeral 

procession the Lord Jesus raised him to the fullness of life. In contrast Lazarus was in the grave, he was 

in it four days. Can I ask you a question this morning? My friend which of the three of them was most 

dead? You say “preacher don’t be foolish they were all dead. Dead is dead.”  My friend you may not be 

as corrupt or decayed as others in society, you may not drink yourself stupid every Saturday Night, you 

may not have committed adultery; you may not have gone into the depths of sin, into the depths of 

wickedness that those around you have gone down into but you are still dead; spiritually dead. There’s 

no life in your soul, your dead. Just as the dead man can’t breathe, can’t shed a tear, and can’t raise 

himself out of the tomb. You can’t save your soul, you can’t redeem yourself. My friend you’re dead. 

You may look alive, you may walk, and you may talk, but if you’re not saved your spiritually dead. 

There’s no life in your soul. 

He was dead. Notice also that he was decayed. Approaching the tomb Martha objecting, we read in the 

verse 39 of the chapter Jesus said, “Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, 

saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.”  Because of the 

extreme heat the ravages of decay in the east were extremely rapid. No sooner did a person die than 

they began to decay. In fact the Jews tell us by the fourth day the person was hardly recognizable. While 

Lazarus was dead, yet with every passing day he became more and more decayed, he became more and 

more corrupt. Even Martha recognized that and she said “don’t take away the stone he body is stinking 

he’s decaying he’s offensive even to the nostrils.”  You see not only is man spiritually dead man is 

spiritually decayed; he is getting worse with every passing day. Indeed the prophet confessing the sins of 

his people he said in Isaiah chapter 59 and in the verse 12: for our transgressions are multiplied before 

thee, and our sins testify against us, for our transgressions are with us, and as for our iniquities we 
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know them. Their sins were multiplying they were growing in their abominableness; they were growing 

in their amount. 

You see rather than evolving, man is devolving. The number of his sins are increasing, not decreasing the 

French say life is an onion, one cries while pealing it and of course the more you peal an onion the more 

you weep. My friend the more you live life, the more reason you have to weep. With every passing day 

your sins become more numerous, your sins become more heinous, they become more hideous in the 

eyes of God. You see the reason you don’t feel as guilty about doing those things that you used to feel. 

It’s not because you have grown up, it’s not that you have matured, it’s not because you have a better 

philosophy, it’s because your Heart is harder. It’s because you heart over the years has become more 

and more corrupted, it’s become more and more tainted. We sometimes like to think that life just goes 

on, there is no change. But my friend you’re not the same person you were ten years ago, you are not 

the same person you were a year ago; you are not the same person that you were as you sat in your 

seat last Sabbath day. Your sins are more numerous, your heart is more decayed, you are further away 

from God than you were a week ago. Why should you get saved today? Because tomorrow your heart 

will be more decayed, your sins will be more numerous, your heart will be harder. you see like Lazarus 

your getting worse with every passing day. 

Not only was he dead, not only was he decaying, but we notice also that he was doomed. Seeking him 

out we read in verse 39 Jesus said, “Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, 

saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.” Breathing his last they 

had taken his body, preparing it for burial, they had brought it to a cave carved out of stone. Placing it 

they rolled a great stone the entrance, and although Mary and Martha loved him, and they loved him 

with all of their hearts they still buried him. Why? Because they knew in their hearts there was nothing 

more that they could do for him, they knew there was nothing more doctors could do, and they knew 

there was nothing more that man could do for him. You see humanly speaking, your soul is beyond 

hope, man can help you cover your sin, but man cannot help you cleanse your sin. Jonah sinking down 

into the depths of the ocean, he cried out in Jonah chapter 2 verse 10 Salvation is of the Lord. He 

realized that if there was any that could help him, it was only the Lord; he couldn’t save himself he was 

beyond the help of man. You see man may paint his soul, but man cannot pardon his soul, only Christ 

can raise him from the dead. 

You can take a dead body, you can lay it out, you can put in its best clothes, you can add a little rouge 

and, you can make the corpse look alive. So that someone coming into the room they’ll say “he’s alive,” 

but reach down and take his pulse, and you’ll find there’s no pulse you’ll find he’s still dead. My friend 

you can add a little churchianity, and you can add a little good works, and you can doctor your life up 

and you can paint your life up, but listen when you done all of that you’ll still have no pulse. Your soul 

will still be dead, spiritually dead, spiritually lifeless, spiritually growing more corrupt with every passing 

day. Man is totally depraved, my friend you are spiritually dead this morning, man can’t do anything for 

you. You can’t save your own soul.  

But you know as we come to look at this man we not only see the CALAMITY HE EXPERIENCED but then we 
notice the CONFRONTATION HE ENCOUNTERED. Although wrapped in linen cloths and sealed in a tomb he 
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was not beyond the gaze of the saviour. Beholding his condition and demanding the stone be rolled 
away notice there his displeasure. Feeling Mary and Martha’s inner grief, we read there in the verse 33 
of the chapter, When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with 
her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled., That little word groaned there is very hard to translate 
it has many, many different shades of meaning. Robertson tells us that it means to snort with anger like 
a horse, And from other references it certainly carries the thought of indignation. You see lifting his eyes 
and beholding, what death and ultimately sin because sin is the cause of death, seeing what it had done 
to Lazarus. He struggled for control he was visibly angry, it made him angry. You see our sin not only 
makes us bad in the highest possible sense. It makes God mad; it stirs the fires of his indignation. The 
Psalmist taken up his pen said in Psalm 7 and in the verse 11: God judgeth the righteous and God is 
angry with the wicked every day. our English version fails to convey the full force of what he was 
saying, the word actually means foam at the mouth. It makes God visibly exceedingly angry, indeed if 
you read on down through the Psalm you discover that his bow was already bent. You see today if you 
are not saved you might, have self satisfying days, but you will never have a saved day. God is angry with 
you. 
 
 We live in a day when sin seems to be a form of entertainment. Men go out and commit crimes, and 
they video their crimes, and put it on the internet, and thousands and thousands come in and watch 
their crimes and seem to think it’s some kind of entertainment. The more bad language, the more 
wickedness the comedians can cram into a story or into a joke, the more people seem to laugh. But I 
want to tell you my friend today God is not laughing. Sin stirs his anger; it causes him to groan with 
indignation, it makes him exceedingly angry.  He’s angry with you today, he was angry with you 
yesterday, my friend if you don’t repent , if you don’t turn from your sin he will be angry with you 
tomorrow, and he will be angry with you for all eternity. O sin angers God it angers God, your unbelief 
angers God, those words that are blasphemous they anger God, your rejection of Christ angers God 
every day, every day if you’re not saved Gods angry with you, and when he saw what sin had done to 
Lazarus he was angry. He was angry.  
 
Not only do we notice in these words his displeasure, but also we notice his distress. While he was 
angry; yet we read in that verse 35 Jesus Wept. The word translated wept there is not the same word 
that is used verse 33 twice to describe the weeping of the people. You see his tears were different from 
the tears of the professional mourners, rather than weeping loudly he wept quietly, and with tears. 
Indeed such was his sincerity, even those around him remarked in verse 36 how much he had loved 
Lazarus. 
 
 You see he hated what sin had done to Lazarus but he still loved Lazarus, and God hates sin but loves 
the sinner. He longs to raise, and to redeem them. Indeed speaking to Nicodemus he said in John 3 v 16 
For God So Loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life. He so loved them that he gave his son to die on the cross, but he so 
hated their sin that he had to punish it in his son. You see my friend you sin stirs his wrath, but your soul 
causes him to weep. He longs to save you, he longs to redeem you .How often people say God is not a 
god of love, and God doesn’t love me? He couldn’t love me with the things that are going on in my life, 
the things that have happened to me is an indication that God doesn’t love me. My friend those things 
are happening in your life is not because God doesn’t love you, it’s because of your sin. The fact that 
you’re not in hell, the fact that he has drawn you here, the fact that the Lord is speaking to your heart 
even this morning is an indication of his love. He hates your sin. He loves your, soul he longs to save you, 
he longs to raise you, and he longs to redeem you. O my friend will you let him, will you let him save 
your soul. 
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Not only his distress, but notice also his demand. Verse 43 we read and when he thus had spoken, he 
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. How could a man who was dead, how could a man who 
was dead four days, and his body was rotting, how could he come forth? Surly he was asking the 
impossible, and yet speaking he came forth. You see as well as summoning the sinner, the Lord supplies 
the sinner. He gives them the ability he gives them the strength to come forth. Maybe your here this 
morning, you say preacher I’d love to be saved, I’d love to come, but I can’t come, I have no strength to 
come. You say I would love to repent but I can’t repent of my sin, I’d love to believe but I can’t have 
faith. Listen my friend repentance, and faith are gifts from God. There not something you work up, there 
gifts of God. And you see this morning, if only you say “I come.” He’ll give you repentance, he’ll give you 
faith to come forth, He’ll enable you to come forth this morning. O just as he enabled a dead man to 
come he’ll enable you to come. O today will you come, will you say in your heart I’ll come? And if only 
you do that he’ll give you strength, he’ll give you repentance, he’ll give you faith, he’ll give you all that is 
necessary. O my friend will you come?  The Lord has confronted you just as he confronted Lazarus, he 
has come as it were to you, your grave this morning, he has come to you in your spiritual deadness, and 
he’s cried “come forth.” will you come forth? 
 

Not only is there the CONFRONTATION, there is THE CALL HE EMBRACED. Hearing those words, notice here 

that it was a piercing call. Verse 43 and when he thus had spoken,” he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 

come forth.” He only spoke three words and yet they were enough, accomplishing what the cries of 

Mary and Martha could never accomplish. His veins began to reform; his heart began to beat, and rising 

he came out of the tomb. Your see my friend, the word it’s not only pure, the word of God is Powerful, 

It’s able to stir your dead soul, and enable you to come forth. The Lord said in John 6 v 63 “It is the spirit 

that quickeneth” but what is the spirit he said “the words I speak unto you they are the Spirit”. The 

word quicken simply means to make alive, in other words he said “my word will make alive.” How do 

you raise dead men? Very simple you give them the word of God; you give the word of God. Child of 

God there are those around you spiritually dead, how do you make them to live? Give them Gods word. 

Unsaved one in our meeting, how can you live? Listen to this word, let it fill your heart, go home read it. 

It will quicken you; bring you to your realization of your need of Christ. We’re born again not of 

corruptible things, but by the word of God. It’s able to make you live.  

Not only was it a piercing call, it was a personal call. Because he said in verse 43 “And when he thus had 

spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.”  The words were addressed to Lazarus. You 

see the call of the gospel is personal; it is given to individuals,  

Coming up into the city of Jericho, the city of the curse, the lord came to an old sycamore tree, he 

looked up and he said “Zacchaeus make haste come down.”  He called him by his name. There is a 

general call of the gospel, but there is also a particular call of the gospel. The preacher cries for men to 

come to Christ, but Christ and the Holy Spirit has come, and he has come individually this morning, and 

said “come, come forth make haste.”  You’ve heard another voice beyond the voice of a preacher. O my 

friend as you hear that call will you come forth?  Will you respond?  

Not only was it a piercing call, and a personal call, it was a powerful call. Verse 44: And he that was dead 

came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. 
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Jesus saith unto them, loose him, and let him go. Commanding the stone to be rolled away Martha 

interrupted and she said “Lord, Lord by this time he stinketh.” In other words she was saying “Lord it’s 

to late forget it he’s dead, he’s stinking he’s rotting it’s to late. Nothing can be done.”  And yet the Lord 

said “come forth “and Lazarus and Lazarus came forth. You see my friend, Christ is not only a marvellous 

saviour, he’s a mighty Saviour. He is able to save even the most hopeless cases. Even those that society 

says forget; no point Lord, no point going to them. The Lord is able to save, the lord is able to raise. 

You know an old puritan said “it’s just as well that he named Lazarus, because if he hadn’t said Lazarus 

come forth. If he had just of said come forth” he said “every body in that grave yard would have come 

forth.”  My friend such is the power of Christ; such is the power of Christ. Maybe you feel today your 

case is hopeless not because you have gone down deep into sin, not because you as it were stink in the 

nostrils of society. But maybe you feel that your case is hopeless, just for the simple reason you’ve heard 

the gospel so many times, and so many times you’ve said no. Maybe because of that you feel it’s 

hopeless. But I want to tell you my friend the Lord is coming to this meeting, and the Lord has come and 

he’s sought you out personally, and he’s saying to you, and he’s mentioning your name, and he’s saying 

“come forth, come forth.” O today will you come; will you say Lord I come? And he will give you the 

faith, he’ll give you the repentance, he’ll give you the strength to come, and he’ll change your life. Will 

you come?  Will you trust him? Amen 

  The is part one of a two part series the second part is entitled Lazarus- Having a makeover  
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Lazarus- Having A Makeover  

Rev T Murray  

18 th  February 2007  
 

We are turning in our bibles to the gospel of John chapter 11, We are going to read the verse 14 then 

moving on to the verse 36 reading down to the verse 46, and then we will turn over to chapter 12 and 

read the first 11 verses. So John chapter 11 verse 14 let us hear the word of God, 

014: Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 

Verse 36 

036: Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him!  

037: And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that 

even this man should not have died?  

038: Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay 

upon it.  

039: Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, 

by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.  

040: Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 

glory of God?  

041: Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his 

eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.  

042: And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that 

they may believe that thou hast sent me.  

043: And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.  

044: And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and his face was 

bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.  

045: Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on 

him.  

046: But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. 
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Turning over to the chapter 12, we’re going to read down the first 11 verses. 

001: Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been 

dead, whom he raised from the dead.  

002: There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the 

table with him.  

003: Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 

and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.  

004: Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him,  

005: Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?  

006: This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and 

bare what was put therein.  

007: Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this.  

008: For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always.  

009: Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not for Jesus' sake 

only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead.  

010: But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death;  

011: Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 

Amen we will finish our reading there and we know as always that the Lord will Bless the reading of his 

own precious infallible word. 

 

We’re turning again in our bibles to John’s gospel and the chapter 11, last lords day morning we looked 

at Lazarus how his condition, he was dead. How the lord came and gave him that personal call, and 

hearing that personal call, he received life, rose and came forth. We want to look a little farther in his 

life this morning. John’s gospel and chapter 11 and the verse 44: And he that was dead came forth, 

bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto 

them, Loose him, and let him go. Then the chapter 12 and the verse 2: There they made him a supper; 

and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him. 

With God’s word open, we will bow together in a word of prayer. Our gracious God we thank thee for 

thy goodness to us, we thank thee we have already felt thy touch, and we have felt thy help. And we 

thank thee Lord for the Word of God. We rejoice that as thy did’st raise Lazarus from the grave, that thy 

art still in the business of raising those that are spiritually dead, from that tomb, and giving them life 

eternal, and life abundant. We thank you lord this morning for the many in our gathering who heard 
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that personal call come forth, and they came forth. And lord we pray that even as we consider Lazarus, 

after receiving that life that we might receive instruction. that we might be enabled to follow his 

example, and to live even the resurrected life. And so Lord we cry to thee now for thy help, we cry for 

thy presence. Bring to our remembrance that which thou would have us to say, and help us in all to 

glorify thee. Give us strength, and words, and help. For Jesus sake we pray Amen. 

 

   The gospel of John chapter 11 and verse 44: And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot 

with grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, 

and let him go. As we come into this chapter, we find sickness entering into the home of Lazarus, 

gradually draining away his strength, he finally breathed his last. His body growing cold they wrapping 

him in linen garments, and placing a napkin over his face, they laid him in a tomb. News of his death 

reaching the saviour, he lingering two days in Perea, he then made his way to the tomb. Arriving the 

fourth day, and beholding the awful ravages of decay he groaned, or as the word means, he snorted 

with anger. Moved with indignation he turning towards the tomb, and beholding the great stone 

blocking its entrance, he said “take ye away the stone.” He could have by the word of his power caused 

that stone to roll away. But instead turning to those gathered there, he commanded them to roll the 

stone away. Calling Lazarus to come forth, he came forth, bound with grave clothes. Instead of speaking 

a word, and causing those grave clothes to melt away, he commanded those gathered around to loose 

him, and let him go. 

 You see the Lord does not do for us that which we can do for ourselves; he only performs miracles 

when they are absolutely essential. Indeed in turning the water into wine, the Lord could have caused 

those stone water pots to, fill themselves with water. But instead we read in John chapter 2 and the 

verse 7 Jesus said unto them, “fill the water pots with water ,“ they were to go, fill the water pots 

themselves. Realizing this truth Paul being caught in a great storm he didn’t pray for a miracle, but 

rather we find him lightening the ship. You see God only performs miracles, when miracles are essential. 

He will never do supernaturally, that which can be done naturally. The Church of Rome would have us to 

believe, that Saint Swithin made it rain for forty days, so that his corpse would not be carried into the 

church. Another saint supposedly carried across the sea on a table cloth, it would have be a lot simpler, 

a lot wiser if he had just got into aboard a boat. Saint Dennis supposedly walked a thousand miles with 

his head in his hands; it would have been much more comfortable, if he had just left his head were it 

ought to be, upon his neck. The point that I am making this morning is this, that God will not do a 

miracle, when you can do that thing yourself. He will not cause the lamp post to witness to your 

neighbours, or to witness to your friends, when you can give them a gospel tract, or you can speak to 

them about the saviour. He will never cause the answers to miraculously appear, on the exam paper, 

when you can open a book, and you can study for yourself. 

God wants us to roll away the stones, God wants us to loose the garments, and let the individual go. God 

will never do for you, that which you can do for yourself. It’s right and necessary to pray that God will 

save individuals, but my friend as well as praying, you need to witness to them, and you need to speak 

to them. God will never cause a miracle to bring them to the truth, when you can bring the truth, even 
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to them.  God has a work for you to do, God has a work for you to do, and we need to be about that 

work.   

And so I want to draw your attention to Lazarus as, we find him now alive; I want you to notice first of all 

THE CLOTHING THAT THWARTED HIM. Coming out of the tomb he had life, but no liberty, he had movement, 

but not motion, he was bound, and gagged. Beholding his condition the Lord speaking a second time, 

not to him but to those around him, you notice here the loosing he experienced. Having loosed the 

bands of death, the Lord now seeking to loose the bands of linen, we read in the verse 44: And he that 

was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a 

napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. The average tomb was about 6 feet long, 9 

feet wide and 10 feet high. Inside there were about 8 shelves carved into the rock, and as family 

members died they were carefully wrapped in linen and laid on one of these shelves. And had the Lord 

Jesus not spoken Lazarus would never have come forth, nor would those gathered around, have begun 

to unwrap him. You see it was through the application, or applying of the words of Christ, that Lazarus 

was set free. You see while we are being justified through the blood, we are sanctified through the 

book. It’s only as the word of Christ is applied, to our lives that the grave clothes of sin, are loosened and 

cast off. Indeed speaking to the young men of his day, the Psalmist said in psalm 119 in the verse 9 

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word. You 

will notice that these words fall into that section of the Psalm which is entitled Beth. Beth is not only the 

second letter of the Hebrew alphabet, but it means home. And making a home for the word of God in 

their hearts, and taking heed thereto, or applying it, they would cleanse their way. 

 

You see the word of god not only reveals our wickedness,   the word of God removes our wickedness. 

When acted upon it breaks the grasp of sin, and lust in our hearts. Dr Howard Hendrix tells of a small 

town in Texas, where a school was burnt to the ground, with the loss of over 200 lives. The reason was 

there was no sprinkler system in the school. When they rebuilt the school, they put in a sprinkler 

system, however after a number of years, on inspection it was discovered that while the sprinkler 

system had been put in, it had never been put into the water supply. You see the word of God is God’s 

sprinkler system, it cools the lusts, and passions that burn within our hearts, and it cleansest us from sin. 

My friend if only you make in your heart, a home for the word of God, and if only you listened to the 

word of God, and you hide the word of God in your heart, and you apply the word of God. It will reveal 

to you your short comings, it will reveal to you your sin, and more than that it will break the power of 

those habits, it will break the power of those passions that hold your life.You see the word of God is 

essential to the success in the Christian life. It’s the word of God that reveals our sin, the word of God 

that gives us the victory over our sin. And if you are going to live the life of liberty, my friend you need to 

have a home in your heart for God’s word.  You need to let his word into your heart; you need to let this 

word control your heart. You need to act upon God’s word, it’s not enough to come and listen to God’s 

word being preached, like these people you need to act upon God’s word, you need to put it into action 

in your own life. O today are you living according to the book, are you seeking to live out what you read 

in God’s word. 
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But not only the loosening he experienced, but the liberty he experienced. The stench of death still 

being upon him, we read in the verse 44: And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with 

grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let 

him go. Unlike the Egyptians the Jews did not embalm the dead; instead they quickly wrapped them in 

linen, and carried them off to the grave. And although his legs would have been wrapped individually 

never the less they would have impeded his walk. More than that the napkin being placed over his face, 

it would have blurred his speech, and you see this unwrapping was essential Not only for his walk, it was 

essential for his words, and for his witness. And you see until there is a loosing, and a lying of the 

garments of sin. We will never be able to walk, work, or witness as we ought, they will impede us. 

Indeed seeking to prepare Timothy for the work of the ministry, Paul said in 2 Timothy 2 and in the verse 

21  If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet 

for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. The word these there he was referring to 

those who had departed from the faith, and in order to be vessels of honour, vessels used by God. There 

need to be not only a purging or a casting off of these evil influences in their life, but he said in the 

following verse he said “flee also youthful lusts.” You see before commencing a work of service, there 

needs to be a work of sanctification, there needs to be a putting off of sin out of our lives. Solomon tells 

us that even the little foxes are able to spoil the vines. 

 If you ever try to walk without tying your shoe laces, and without trying to tuck them inside your shoes, 

you may walk alright for a few yards or even many yards. but you know eventually those shoe laces are 

going to trip you up, and they are going to cause you to stumble. And you know those sins in your life 

they may seem small, they may seem to you to be insignificant, but child of God if they are not dealt 

with somewhere along the line, they are going to trip you up, and they are going to ruin your testimony. 

You think about Lazarus coming out of the grave, who would want to be near him? The very smell of 

him, the very smell of the grave clothes, would have caused people to walk on the other side of the 

road, and to turn away. Child of God that is the affect that sin has on our lives. Sin in the life of the child 

of God when it’s clung to, and it’s fed, it causes the ungodly to turn away, and it causes the ungodly to 

want to get away as far as they possibly can. You see if you are going to walk with the Lord, and you are 

going to work for the Lord, and you’re going to have a good witness, and your words are not to be 

blurred. There needs to be a casting off of the grave clothes, and there needs to be a casting off of those 

sins in your life, and putting of them away. 

Not only was there the liberty he experienced, there was the light he experienced. Beginning to breath, 

we read in verse 44: And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and 

his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, loose him, and let him go. The napkin 

was used not only to tie up the chin, and the jaw, but to hide the grim and ghastly look of death. 

Covering his face, it would have blocked his vision, and taking the napkin off suddenly the light would 

have come flooding in. lifting up his eyes the first person he would have seen was the saviour.  

My friend sanctification is vital not just for our service, but for our sight. It’s only if the old napkin is 

discarded, that we are able to behold the Lord in his glory, and in his beauty. Indeed the psalmist said in 
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the Psalm 92 and the verse 6 of that Psalm: A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand 

this. And he reminded them no matter a man’s academic ability if he was a brutish man, or a sensual 

man, he would never understand the word of God, or be able to see Christ. Sin not only depraves, sin 

darkens the soul, and it stops us beholding the beauty of the lord. The two disciples walked with the 

Lord Jesus on the road to Emmaus, mile after mile after mile, and they never recognised him. Why? They 

were living in unbelief; they were walking in disobedience to the Lord. You see until there is the casting 

off of the grave clothes of sin we will never be able to see the full beauty of the Lord, we will never be 

able to understand the word of the God, our vision will be dulled, our vision will be blacked out. Maybe 

you say I read the word of God, but I don’t understand it. Maybe my friend it is because you haven’t 

taken off the napkin, its maybe because of some sin in your life, and God has been speaking to you, and 

you have clung to it. Listen as long as you cling to it, as long as it cover you, you will never be able to 

understand God’s word, you’ll never to see the beauty of the saviour, my he’ll never thrill your heart, 

the way he ought to thrill your heart. The first step of the resurrected life was getting rid of the grave 

clothes, getting rid of that which is causing a stench, that which was repulsive. And child of God there 

needs to be a casting off of the grave clothes. There are maybe things in your life today, and they’re 

impeding you, hindering you in your bible study, hindering you in your walk with the Lord. They need to 

be cast off; they need to be cast off. There needs to be a putting away of those things in your life. 

But I think as we come to this new life, not only were there THE CLOTHES THAT THWARTED HIM, but you 

notice also THE COMMUNION THAT THRILLED HIM. Being set free, then six days before the Passover, 

entered into a great feast. Inviting his friends and neighbours we find him talking, we find him 

communing with the Lord. You notice there the meaning of the feast, coming from the tomb, and 

coming to the table we read in chapter 12 verses 2 There they made him a supper; and Martha served: 

but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.  According to Dr Lightfoot the feast six days 

before the Passover, was always a particular liberal and sumptuous affair. While Martha was serving, 

Lazarus was sitting. Communing with the lord he partook of the feast, and seeing him eating and 

drinking, any notion by those that were gathered around, that this was just a spirit would have been 

quickly swept away. This communing, this feasting it proved Lazarus was risen, it proved Lazarus indeed 

was alive. My friend as day follows night communion follows conversion, it leads to a sitting at the 

saviour’s feet. Indeed Ananias being commanded to go, and speak to Saul of Tarsus. He was sore afraid, 

he was aware that Saul had come to Damascus with one aim, that was to destroy to wipe out the church 

of Christ, and seeing his fear we read in Acts 9 and verse 11:  And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go 

into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: 

for, behold, he prayeth. What was the proof that Paul the persecutor was now Paul the preacher? It was 

that he was praying, in fact he was praying for three days.  

Salvation not only leads to service, salvation leads to supplication. It creates in the heart, a desire to sit 

at the Lord’s feet, to talk to the Lord, and to hear the Lord talking to you. You know when a baby comes 

into the world; you don’t need to teach it to cry, it cries naturally. And you know when the baby 

becomes a child, and the child a teenager, their tears may cause you to have your own tears. But you 

know when a child is born, and it cries for the first time, those tears don’t cause you to cry. Those tears 

cause you to rejoice, why? Because it’s a sign, that your child is alive, it’s a sign that your child has 
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fullness of life. And my friend what is the sign, that a person is risen from the grave of spiritual death? 

It’s that they cry, it’s that they pray, it’s that they talk with the Lord. That’s the sign that a person is truly 

converted. That they pray; that they have devotions in their lives; that they have a desire to get to the 

prayer meeting. If we are his we will want to come, to the place of communion, we will want to sit at the 

Lords feet, we will want to wait in prayer, and have communion with the saviour. If the child that is born 

never cries you’d be worrying about it, and my friend we worry about the person that professes faith, 

and never has the desire to pray, never talks to the Lord, never sits at the saviour’s feet. If we’ve got 

new life, we’ll sit at his feet, we’ll want to pray, we’ll want to call upon the Lord. Have you that desire 

today? Do you long for those times when you can get alone with the Lord and you can talk to him you 

can sit at his feet?    

But not only do we notice here the meaning of the feast, also the making of the feast. Desiring 

communion with the Lord we read in that chapter 12 verse 2: There they made him a supper; and 

Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.  While this feast was held 

in the house of Simon the leper, notice there the word they, it includes not only Mary and Martha but it 

also includes Lazarus. They were all involved in the making of this feast, being a sumptuous feast it 

would have required extensive preparation.  Lazarus putting of the grave clothes, he would have had to 

of put off the grave clothes, and set the table, and made preparation.  My friend communion with Christ 

requires preparation; there must be a preparing of the heart. Indeed the priest coming before the alter 

of incense which speaks of prayer, in the old testament, he had to firstly come to the brazen alter, which 

speaks of Calvary, and coming to Calvary as it were, and coming unto the laver we read in Exodus 30 and 

the verse 20: When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that 

they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire, unto the 

LORD: and before entering into the place of prayer, there had to be that extensive preparation, a looking 

at the laver, a seeing of themselves on the shiny service and a washing away of every defilement and 

preparation is essential for communion unless we have pure hearts, and clean hands. We canôt climb the 

mountain, of the Lord. You know President Nixon on one occasion speaking to Winston Churchillôs son, 

he said how much he admired his father the prime ministerôs ability to speak extemporaneously, my just 

to get up and to speak on his feet as it seemed without any preparation. Winston Churchillôs son turned to 

Nixon and said ñoh yes I have watched my father work for hours preparing those extemporaneous 

speeches. You know as Winston Churchill had to prepare to speak to the multitudes, there needs to be a 

preparing to speak to the Lord, there needs to be a preparing of our hearts, itôs not right to just rush 

before God. We need to prepare for coming before the Lord for entering into communion with him. There 

needs to be a putting off of the grave clothes, there needs to be a putting off to every hindering thing, 

there needs to be a preparing of our hearts, a considering even of what it is weôre going to ask the Lord 

for. Oh child of God as Lazarus prepared for this time with the Lord; we need to prepare for our time with 

the Lord. Itôs not right to rush into the house of God sleepy, and tired, at the last moment, we should 

prepare for coming before the Lord, we should have prepared our heats for that time, when we are to 

have communion with him. We should seek preparation for the Lord. Oh child of God take time in your 

life, to prepare for communion with God, take time to prepare for sitting at his feet. 

But not only the meaning and the making of the feast there was the motive of the feast. In chapter 12 and 

verse 9 we read there Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they came not 

for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had raised from the dead. The 

Passover approaching great crowds of people were passing through Bethany, on their way to Jerusalem, 
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to the temple. In grasping the opportunity, Lazarus invited many to come to the feast he wanted 

everybody to see what the Lord had done in his life and more than that getting them to the feast. He 

wanted to introduce them personally to his Saviour, to his Lord. My friend saving the soul, the Lord 

replaces one burden with another taking away the burden of sin, he places a burden for sinners. I 

remember reading of a man who got gloriously converted, he was a barber. Many, many years ago when 

people used to go to the barber for a shave, and they used to have a big cut throat and they would lather 

you up and they would take the cut throat and they would shave you. And you know he was full of zeal. 

One day he got a man down into the barberôs chair, and he began to witness to him, as he spoke to him 

he took the cut throat, he had it right to his throat and he said to the man, ñare you prepared to die.ò Of 

course the man jumped up, and ran out of the barberôs shop as quick as he could. Maybe not the best 

approach but my friend he had a desire, a desire to witness, he had a desire to introduce others to the 

saviour it had changed his life. Oh child of God today have you that desire, have you that longing in your 

soul today, to introduce people to your Saviour. Is it the longing of your heart to grab every opportunity, to 

tell them what the lord has done for you? How he has changed your life, how heôs brought you out of the 

grave, how he has given you eternal life. O if we are walking with the Lord, and we get rid of the grave 

clothes, then we will want to feast with the Lord. We will want to communion with the Saviour we will want 

to grab every opportunity to tell men of our Lord and to introduce them to our Saviour. O child of God are 

you living the resurrected life? Yes youôve got life in your soul; youôre out of the grave. But have you got 

any farther? Have you got any farther?  

But not only THE CLOTHES THAT THWARTED HIM and THE COMMUNION WHICH THRILLED Him then there was 

THE COMMOTION WHICH THREATENED HIM. While he was feasting the chief priests were consulting and 

purposing to put him to death notice the cause of it in verse 10 and 11 But the chief priests consulted 

that they might put Lazarus also to death; 11: Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went 

away, and believed on Jesus. Although the priests had done the very best to discredit Lazarus they had 

failed, any people seeing him trusting his saviour, they then decided to kill him. You see my friend those 

who have heavens blessing, will also experience hellôs buffeting, and the devil will come against them. 

Godly Samuel Rutherford who spent many days in prison for his faith wrote if you are not strangers here 

the hounds of the world, would not bark at you my friend. The more you put of the flesh the more the 

hounds of hell will bark at your soul, the more you do for God, the harder time the devil is going to give 

you. Sometimes people say ñwhy the devil never bothers me.ò Do you know why? Because my friend you 

never bother the devil, theyôre never doing anything for the Lord, theyôre never witnessing theyôre never 

praying theyôre never walking with God. If you are going to walk with the lord, youôre going to know the 

devilôs attack, the devilôs going to come against you, heôs going to try and stop you, at every hand. Be 

prepared child of God, be prepared, in fact if the devils giving you a hard time donôt be discouraged, be 

encouraged. Itôs a sign that youôre doing something right, when the devils giving you a hard time.  

Not only do we notice the cause of it, but also notice his companion in it. Chapter 12 v 2: There they 

made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him; 

can you imagine the great feast, people were pushing through the doors. What was the first question 

going to be upon their lips? Lazarus whatôs happened? Lazarus what does it feel like to be alive? The old 

Pharisees were there to give him a hard time but the Lord was there. The Lord sat with him and my friend 

as well as sending us into the lionôs den, the Lord stands with us in the lionôs den. Heôs there to support 

us, heôs there to strengthen us, donôt be afraid to step out for the Lord. Donôt be afraid to walk into that 

venture, that God has been placing upon your heart, donôt be afraid to face that Sunday school class, 

donôt be afraid to meet that man on the street, and to tell him of Jesus. The Lord will be with you, just as 

he was with Lazarus here, heôll be with you, heôll be there to uphold you, there to shield you, there to 

protect you, there to undertake for you.  
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Then of course there was the conquering of it in verse 10: But the chief priests consulted that they 

might put Lazarus also to death; I can almost see it, I can see Lazarus sitting there and someone coming 

and whispering Lazarus, do you know do you know what theyôre doing Lazarus. Them old priests down 

there theyôre consulting to kill you, and I can see Lazarus laughing, ah so what I was dead a while ago, 

and the Lord raised me, the Lord raised me. You see having experienced what the Lord had done in his 

life, Lazarus was no longer afraid to die. The worst thing that could happen and the Lord was there to 

help him. You see my friend, we are not ready to live until we are ready to die, we are not ready to live 

until we are ready to die, until we are ready to overcome the fear of death. Until we overcome the fear of 

man, weôll never be any good really to the Lord. Weôll always be holding back, weôll be quiet when we 

should be speaking, weôll always be shying away, when we should be standing. Weôll always be running 

in retreat instead of running in advancement. O we have to ask the Lord to take away, the fear of death, 

the fear of man. The Lord was there ready to help him. The Lord is there ready to help you, heôs there to 

help me, and heôs there to be our strength. Heôs there to be our support, in every time in every situation in 

life. O child of God, you heard the call of God, you heard the lord naming you, and saying come forth. You 

came forth and you knew there was a change in your life. You received life, are you living the resurrected 

life. Have you cast off the grave clothes, are you enjoying communion, sweet communion with the Lord. 

Have you overcome the fear of man taking your stand for the Lord, no matter the price, no matter the 

cost? Are you living the resurrected life? Its good essential, vital to have life, but we need to live that life in 

our daily walk with the Lord, maybe thereôs someone here this morning, and you donôt have life, your still 

in the tomb. Your soul is spiritually dead, the stench of your sin is rising up to God every day as Lazarusôs 

body was decaying your getting worse before God every day, my friend as God was angry when he saw 

what sin and death had done to Lazarus, Gods angry with you. When he is angry with your sin, heôs 

saying come forth, come forth and I will give you eternal life. Will you come forth today? Will you come 

forth today? And know that life and then begin to walk with the Lord and work and witness for the Lord. 

May each of us know that life, and live that life in our daily walk day by day, may God help us so to do 

Amen.         
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